
The Integrated Assessment 

Modeling Consortium

Presented to the IAMC Membership

September 15, 2009

Tsukuba, JAPAN



The IAMC

• The Integrated Assessment Consortium (IAMC) was created in 
2007 in response to a call from the IPCC for an organization to 
lead the integrated assessment modeling community in the 
development of new scenarios that could be employed by 
climate modelers in the development of prospective 
ensemble numerical experiments for both the near term and 
long term.

• Leaders from 3 institutions, John Weyant (EMF), Nebojsa 
Nakicenovic (IIASA) and Mikiko Kainuma (NIES), invited other 
research organizations to join with them to form the IAMC for 
the purpose of developing scenarios.
– These became the 4 Representative Concentration Pathway scenarios.



The IAMC

• Until now, the IAMC has been lead by its three 
founders—with advise from everyone—and 
funded by donations of time and money from 
its member organizations.

• The purpose of this presentation is to consider 
options for a more broadly based, self-
perpetuating organization.



The IAMC Members



Aims of the IAMC
• The Integrated Assessment Modeling Consortium (IAMC) 

exists to facilitate and foster the development of integrated 
assessment models (IAMs), peer interaction and vetting, and 
the conduct of research employing IAMs, including model 
diagnosis, intercomparison, and coordinated studies.

• The IAMC also exists to facilitate and coordinate IAM research 
with research conducted in both the Climate Modeling (CM) 
and the Impact, Adaptation, and Vulnerability (IAV) research 
communities.

• The IAMC also exists to provide a point of contact with other 
institutions and organizations interacting with the IAM 
community, e.g. the IPCC.



The IAMC

• The IAMC exists to further scientific research.

• The IAMC does not take political positions, nor 
does it exist to further political agendas.



Membership

• Membership is open to organizations whose 
work helps further the goals of the IAMC.

• Terms and conditions of membership are 
established by the Scientific Committee.
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• The IAMC Organization
– Scientific Committee

– Advisory Council

• Conduct of IAMC work
– The work of the IAMC is 

conducted through 
committees chartered by 
the Scientific Committee 
and 

– Community research 
programs undertaken by 
IAMC member organizations

– Collaborations with other 
organizations
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The Scientific Committee
• Responsibilities of the Scientific Committee

– Pursue the goals of the IAMC

– Form and oversee work by IAMC sub-committees

– Identify potential research priorities and opportunities.
• Based on input from IAMC member organizations and the IAMC Advisory Council.

– Endorse (or not) activities brought to it by IAMC member organizations

– Enhance communication between IAMC members

• Annual IAMC meeting

• IAMC website

• Recommend data protocols and formats

– Communicate the results of the work of the IAMC to other research 
communities and to policy makers (e.g. RCP scenario data base)

– Secure and shepherd the resources necessary to successful conduct the 
business of the IAMC.

– Report Annually to the Advisory Council



The Scientific Committee
• Membership

– The initial set of Scientific Committee (SC) members will be appointed 
by mutual agreement by the founders of the IAMC:  Mikiko Kainuma, 
Nebojsa Nakicenovic, and John Weyant.
– Initial SC Members should be drawn from the leadership of the teams which 

created the Representative Concentration Pathways plus other leaders of the 
IAM community.

– Subsequent SC Members should be drawn from the leadership of the leaders 
of the IAM community.

– The number of members is to be set by the SC.

– The term of a membership will be 3 years.  Membership is renewable.  
(Initial memberships will be staggered in such a way that 
approximately 1/3 expire each year)

– The committee shall appoint a chairperson, who is charged with 
insuring that the Scientific Committee meets as necessary to execute 
the business of the IAMC and at least annually.



Subcommittees

• Not all activities will be undertaken by the Scientific 
Committee (SC).

– The SC will draw on its members to undertake various 
tasks as subcommittees.
• Subcommittees are chartered by the SC,

• Serve at the pleasure of the SC, and

• Report to the SC.

– E.g. the IAMC may want to form subcommittees on such 
topics as:  reporting conventions, or the “Parallel Phase”, 
or climate modeling contact group or an IAV contact group.

– The SC may also draw members for its subcommittees 
from outside the IAMC, e.g. the 2.6 vs. 2.9 committee.



Working with Others
• The IAMC will also work with and through other 

organizations.

– Member organizations may propose to undertake activities 
that benefit the community and the IAMC may choose to 
recommend to its members, e.g. the EMF or FEEM or AIM 
may choose to undertake a coordinated exercise on a topic 
that would potentially execute an element of the “Parallel” 
phase.

– The IAMC may also team with other organizations, e.g. 
AIMES to undertake programs of mutual interest.

– The IAMC may also work with external organizations such 
as the IPCC to produce products of mutual interest.



The Advisory Council
• Responsibilities of the Advisory Council

– Provide counsel to the IAMC Scientific Committee (e.g., 
input on potential research priorities)

– Provide information about activities in other research 
communities that are relevant to IAMC activities (users of 
IAMC information and communities upon which IAMC 
draws information)

– Assist the IAMC Scientific Committee in coordinating with 
and communicating results to other research communities.

– Assist the IAMC and the Scientific Committee in identifying 
potential resources to help the IAMC fulfill its mission.



The Advisory Council

• Membership
– The initial set of Advisory Council members will be 

appointed by the Scientific Committee of the IAMC.
– One member will be designated the Advisory Council 

Charperson

– The term of a membership will be 3 years.  
Membership is renewable.  (Initial memberships will 
be staggered in such a way that approximately 1/3 
expire each year)

– The Advisory Council shall appoint a chairperson, who 
will serve as the point of contact for the Scientific 
Committee.
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